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SUBJECT: JOINT PARLIAMENTARY REPORT FAVORS CONSTRUCTION OF AN 
OMEGA STATION IN AUSTRALIA 

1. ON MAY 27 AUSTRALIAN PARLIAMENT'S JOINT COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS AND DEFENCE TABLED ITS LONG-AWAITED REPORT ON THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF AN OMEGA STATION IN AUSTRALIA. 

2. THE EMBASSY RECEIVED AN ADVANCE COPY OF THE REPORT LAST 
WEEK. THERE ARE NO SURPRISES IN THE REPORT. IT IS A SOLID. 

WORKMANLIKE DOCUMENT WHICH DEBUNKS MUCH OF THE NONSENSE WRITTEN 
ABOUT THE OMEGA SYSTEM, AND RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF AN OMEGA STATION IN AUSTRALIA. EVEN A MINORITY 
REPORT SIGNED BY SEVEN ALP MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE INCLUDING 

THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN, SENATOR JOHN WHEELDON, CONCEDES MANY 
OPPONENTS OF THE SYSTEM HAD OVERSTATED THEIR CASE, WHICH HAD 
WEAKENED ANY GENUINE ARGUMENTS AGAINST IT. THE MINORITY REPORT 
RECOMMENDS THAT IF AUSTRALIA DECIDES TO GO AHEAD WITH THE SYSTEM 
IT SHOULD INSIST UPON IMMEDIATE INTERNATIONAL CONTROL OF THE 
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3. THE NEXT STEP IN THE OMEGA SAGA WILL BE THE PRESENTATION OF A 
BUDGET SUBMISSION TO THE CABINET COVERING THE GOA'S SHARE OF THE 
CONSTRUCTION COSTS (APPROXIMATELY US$500,000). AT THIS POINT 
SENATOR WHEELDON AND OTHER ALP OPPONENTS OF THE PROJECT WILL 
ATTEMPT TO KILL IT. GIVEN THE WEAKNESS OF THE CASE WHICH OMEGA 
OPPONENTS MADE IN THE COMMITTEE REPORT, THEY WILL BE HARD 
PRESSED TO SWING THE CABINET THEIR WAY IN A LOGICAL DEBATE. THE 
REAL QUESTION IS WHETHER THEY CAN CREATE ENOUGH EMOTIONAL HEAT 
WITHIN CABINET TO JUSTIFY THEIR REOPENING THE ISSUE IN THE ALP'S 
PARLIAMENTARY CAUCUS. THE LEFT WING IS STRONGER IN CAUCUS 
THAN IN CABINET, AND A DEBATE ON OMEGA IN CAUCUS MIGHT REVERSE 
THE JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE'S RECOMMENDATION TO PROCEED 
WITH THE CONSTRUCTION OF AN OMEGA STATION IN AUSTRALIA. 
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